THE DAVID MUNNELLY BAND PULLS OUT ALL THE STOPS FOR AN                                   APPRECIATIVE THOUSAND OAKS AUDIENCE

Hold on to your hats! St. Patricks’ Day is upon us, and if your idea of Irish music is the staid old Jury’s Cabaret, you are in for a shock, and for what I believe the Chardonnay Irish of Southern California are pleased to refer to as a frisson, or in my patois, a thrill.  The David Munnelly Band is in town, and thanks to Margaret O’Carroll and her staff at Kerry Records, he has the entire stage at the large venues where he will perform for the next couple of weeks to himself and his group of consummate musicians.  Boldly imported from Ireland for the occasion, Munnelly, if you haven’t gotten the word, is a true phenomenon of the button accordion,  a musical gift from the old country of our ancestors, if ever there was one.  If you have not seen him perform before, you are missing an inimitable musical experience.

Munnelly, and his ensemble of three other musicians (Kieran Munnelly, on flute, bodhran, and snare drum; Paul Kelly, on fiddle and mandolin; and Fergal Seahill, on fiddle, guitar) performed reels and jigs, laments and what have you to the delight of a packed house.  Sunday’s performance at the Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza also featured Shauna Mullin on vocals  (accompanied from time to time by Kieran Munnelly), and a delightful surprise, the extraordinary Nic Gareiss, an impressive tap dancer from Michigan who, whether or not his  mother came from Ireland, fits in quite well with the rest of the proceedings.

For those who have yearned for a St. Patrick’s Day that involves more than green beer and a fight in some beachside bar, or a Christmas that is more than listening to that overly familiar recording of Bing you know who singing you know what( God between us and all harm!),  Kerry Records, with its musical shows over the years, programs that now extend throughout the calendar, has been a continuing haven and retreat from the sentimental and the humdrum. Yes Virginia, there is a Kerry Records, and if it isn’t the same as going to Mass, it nevertheless provides the best and most authentic Irish music to be had befitting these celebrations.

The evening was a rousing one, with the lads signing CDs after the show and chatting with anyone who wished to talk to them.  Your reviewer took the occasion to congratulate the affable  Mr. Munnelly for a show that, except for a couple of snide references to my beloved County Sligo, was a marvelous evening of Irish entertainment.  One wonders what our friends over the water are doing for their amusement this March 17th.

The rest of the Munnelly run will take place in San Francisco at the United Irish Cultural Center of that city on March 14th at 8 p.m. , and on the next day at the Gallo Center for the Arts in Modesto, again at 8.   The band concludes this tour on March 17th at the Irvine Barclay Theatre at 8.  Complete performance  details, we are told, are to be found at www.kerryrecords.com.
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